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Dear Centennial Families,   

Happy November!  We have enjoyed the busy month of October here at                  
Centennial.  Students have shown what they have learned in the first quarter 
through daily demonstrations of learning and our unit assessments.  Centennial 
students worked hard on these, and teachers are using the data from the      
assessments to plan future instruction.  From these assessments we know as a 
school we need to continue to work on reading comprehension, writing across all 
areas, and explaining how we find our math answers.    
 

One highlight of October was our student-led parent conferences.  We had high 
levels of attendance at our October Student-led Parent Conferences.  We        
appreciate your attendance and enjoyed meeting with you about your child’s   
progress.  Each parent was provided specific data on their student’s progress in 
reading, writing, and math.  In addition, this was the first time our district has had 
students inform their parents of grade level expectations and what success 
looks like in each specific grade. It was a fun and new way to provide students 
with more ownership of their data and work during the first quarter!  The focus 
on grade level standards and mastering grade level standards is helping us push 
and challenge each individual learner.  Teachers and staff worked hard to ensure 
conferences were meaningful.  Working together we will ensure that our                      
Centennial Panthers are successful and college or career ready!  
 

We look forward to our Thanksgiving  
Family Event on November 18th.  A       
separate handout will be sent home next 
week with the details, but we wanted to 
ensure you know the date to save so that 
you can join us.  Thank you for your             
ongoing support.  Our outstanding         
students, families, staff, and community 
members are the reason we are an       
excellent school.  We are thankful to be 
part of our Centennial Community!  
 

Achievement NOW, 

Mrs. Noyes - Principal       Mr. Lane – Assistant Principal   

September 2022 November  2022 www.hsd2.org/CES 



 

 Kindergarten News 
It is hard to believe that it is already November. We have enjoyed working with and getting to know your 
students.  We hope that you see all the growth in reading, writing and math that we do each day.  We had a 
lot of fun having Catamount Institute here doing activities and getting pumpkins!  It was a great experience 
for everyone and we hope that your family enjoyed their pumpkins.  We also enjoyed seeing and meeting the 
parents that attended our conferences.  
 
In November, we will continue to work on   
letters and sounds as well our reading skills.  
In the stories we are reading, we are            
identifying the characters, setting and        
beginning, middle and end.  Continue to work 
with your student on these skills at home as 
you read to them and they read to you.  In 
math, we will continue to work on writing our 
numbers correctly and counting as well as 
different positions and we will also begin our 
measurement unit with greater than and less 
than, which will help them continue growing 
their number sense.  Writing finds us               
continuing to work on letter formation and 
our writing skills of staying on topic and          
adding information.  
 
We would like to remind you to please check your student’s folder each night and help them complete their 
homework.  Homework packets are sent home on Monday and are due on Friday.  We encourage you to help 
your child but ask that you encourage them to do the work themselves.  Also, please make sure that your 
student comes to school each day with a jacket.  It would help us if their jackets, gloves and hats are     
labeled with their name so that if they get misplaced we can get them to the right student.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact us.  Have a great November!  
 
 

First Grade News 
Wow October flew by! This month we are working towards doing more projects. In reading we are reviewing 
the short /u/ sound and learning about digraphs and ending blends. In science we are finishing up sounds and 
sound waves and moving on to the survival of organisms. 
  

In math, we are working with bigger numbers and 
starting to get into teen numbers. We are still working 
on addition and subtraction as well as finding the      
unknown. One of the most important strategies we 
are practicing is making 10. 
  
November is a month to be thankful. We are thankful 
to be able to work with your children. 
 
 

 

 



 

Second Grade News 
Reading- We have been practicing short and long vowel sounds and patterns. We have also started learning 
and practicing our second-grade sight words. We are currently on words 300-400. In comprehension, we are 
learning how rereading can help us better understand the meaning of a story.  
 
Writing - We are now getting into writing paragraph responses. We are paying extra attention to capital  
letters to start our sentences and using the correct punctation. We are starting to construct topic     
sentences, body sentences, and well-formed conclusions. We are also working on how we can organize our 
thoughts into a well constructive paragraph.  

 
 
Math - We are continuing to work our way through 
Module 3, which teaches all about place value.  We are 
using place value charts and   learning ones, tens, and 
hundreds.  We are also focusing on counting,          
skip-counting, and comparing numbers up to 
1,000.   We are also  going to be working on modeling 
to show one more and less on our place value chart. 
Please check out the parent tip sheets on the Dojo 
class story to see how you can help your child at 
home.  Practicing addition and subtraction math 
facts and skip-counting 2s, 5s, and 10s will help your 
child to be successful in math 
 

Third Grade News 
Here we are heading into the colder months. Our third graders have grown immensely already. The concepts 
and ideas are getting more complex, but the students have taken the challenges head-on. 

In reading, we have been looking at problem solving as 
well as how people make governments work. It’s fun to 
watch the students make connections between our 
texts about voting and applying it to real world situations 
as we get into this voting season. Moving into November, 
we’ll be getting into a unit titled “One of a Kind.” This unit 
will focus on big ideas ranging from unique character 
traits and leadership skills to new ideas and discoveries. 

In math, we’ve been really focused on the properties of 
multiplication and division that help us manipulate the 
numbers. The students are getting familiar with the  
commutative property, the distributive property and 
the associative property. Getting a strong foundation in 
these solution strategies will be pivotal as we move into 
patterns and calculating area. 

A few good practices to support your child’s academics 
at home include practicing skip counting. Getting that   
fluency makes more difficult applications that much  easier. Of course reading! We would love to see all of 
our students spend 20 minutes a day with a text in front of them. 

As always, if you ever have a concern or question, we are quick to respond on DOJO and would love to talk 
with our families! Take care and stay warm. 
 



 

Fourth Grade News 
It’s been a busy month in fourth grade. 
We have been working on learning the    
different strategies to solve multiplication. 
This is an important part of being        
successful with  division. Please remind 
your students to complete Happy     
Numbers lessons as homework if they 
have not completed their required 15 
minutes. Happy Numbers is an online     
program that aligns to the math         
curriculum we teach. The increased        
exposure to the concepts being taught in 
the classroom will benefit their              
understanding.  
 
In reading, students are focusing on theme and character development. Students are writing short answer 
responses to questions about the text. In writing, students are continuing to work on writing expository 
paragraphs while finding evidence to support their answers from the text!  

 
Fifth Grade News 
Reading & Writing  
In the month of November, students study the richness and complexity of the English Language from a 
humorous angle. This unit dives deep into examining figurative language. Students will understand how 
language can convey meaning in both a literal and figurative sense. We are excited to see your student’s 
imagination come alive in reading our next fantasy novel. To support your students' imagination please 
remember to have your student read 30 minutes a day. In writing we are still working on our expository 
writing. The fifth graders are doing the 4 steps of the expository writing process (analyze the prompt, 
T.A.K.T. the prompt, create the plan, and write the expository paragraph) at a much faster pace and more 
thoroughly than when the school year started. It is becoming easier for them to incorporate transition 
words and quotations in their writing correctly.  

 
 
 
Math & Science 
In math, fifth graders will be finishing up Module 2, focusing 
on multi-digit decimal division and measurement. We will 
then begin Module 3 where they will be beginning a second 
major focus: fractions. Students will be learning strategies 
to add and subtract fractions and create equivalent 
fractions. Remember, students may work on their 
foundational math skills at home on Happy Numbers. The 
class code is 956 987 and the password is 5.   
 
In science we will continue to work on discovering the    
matter cycle, food webs, and the flow of energy. Please 
make sure your student is completing their science packet 
which is due each Friday! Students can find more science 
related articles on their school Newsela account if they 
would like to explore these topics further. 
 
 



 

Special Education News 
We thank all the parents and families for your  
continued support as we have begun our second 
quarter. We are having colder mornings and it is 
more likely to be colder throughout the days so 
please ensure that your students have a jacket 
and weather appropriate clothing to ensure their 
continued health and safety. 

Mild/Moderate groups have started their quarter 2 
groupings that may be realigned to support      
students’ needs and success. Your continued     
support of your students at home help to ensure 
their continued growth. 

In SSN, Ms. Tolman’s class we will begin their next Storybook STEM project. They will be reading Math Curse. 
The students will explore how math in involved in everyday activities, increase their understanding of     
problem solving and learning how to collaborate to program Bee Bots to solve riddles and to break the 
math curse. 

Remember to check out our classroom and school Class Dojo pages to stay updated on announcements and 
events happening here at Centennial and in the community. 
 

Learning Commons News 
This year is flying by quickly as we are now in the 2nd quarter of the school year. 
 

Kindergarten and 1st grade students are learning the basic    
essentials on their Chromebook. We have been practicing logging 
onto the HSD2 Portal using their student I.D. number and  
password. The student I.D. number and password are written 
on their keyboard. This is a great skill to practice at home and 
at school as their logon information will remain the same 
throughout their middle and high school years with HSD2. We will 
continue using a variety of fun and educational programs on 
the PPLD PowerPass. Students in all grades really enjoy using 
the Chrome Music Lab which is on the on the Homework tab of 
the PPLD PowerPass.  
 
2nd through 5th grade students are working hard at increasing 
their typing speed and accuracy. If you get the chance,      
challenge your child on Typingclub.com for the top score in 
words per   minute (wpm) and accuracy.. We will also continue 
to “team up” with a variety of STEM activities. Our students 
are learning that teamwork really makes the dream work!   
Initially, classmates were disappointed because they were not 
on the same team with their “BFF’s”. Now, students realize that 
they CAN and DO work well with others as they work toward a 
common goal of success! 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support at Centennial. I wish you and your family a safe and happy Thanksgiving 
break together. 
 



 

Art News 
In October we started a Unit 2 in Art. 
In Kindergarten our new focus is - Art: Who, 
What & Where? We will be listening to stories, 
talking about ‘characters’, ‘settings’ and           
illustrators. We will become illustrators         
ourselves and make very own main character – 
Scribble! At the moment we are finishing up our 
texture pumpkin people. 
 
In 1st grade our new focus is – How does Art 
make you feel? We will be finishing up our      
texture pumpkin people and talking about how 
mixing the paint for them made us feel. Were we 
happy? Excited? Nervous? And what do our 
pumpkins feel like – emotionally and literally! 
 
In 2nd grade our new focus is - Comparing and Contrasting Architecture. We haven’t begun our study of 
architecture yet, but soon we will be traveling through art to India and the Taj Mahal back to Centennial 
Elementary School as we learn about symmetry and balance. 
 
In 3rd grade our new focus is - Different Dimensions. We will be talking about the difference between         
2-dimensional and 3-dimensional work. We will start with shapes and move on to cities. By the holidays we will 
be decorating the Art Trophy Case with our own designed homes. Including blue prints! 
 
In 4th grade our new focus is - Reconstructing Art: Cityscapes. We spent a lot of time last unit researching 
and creating landscapes. Now it is time for us to move on to cityscapes. And we will do so with brilliant and 
sparkling colors! 
 
In 5th grade our new focus is - Artistic Meaning. We will talk about how surrealist artists show their            
intended meaning. We will be researching the human skeleton and make our own surreal skeleton that 
(hopefully) shows an intended feeling or action. 
 

 
      
Physical Education News 
Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade students will move in a variety of 
pathways (straight, curved, zig-zag.) They will demonstrate       
locomotor movements. They will also travel at different levels. 
  
3rd grade students will learn about importance of fueling their 
bodies with healthy foods. They will explain the importance of  
eating in moderation. They will also learn how to pace themselves 
when running a race or exercising for long periods of time. 
  
4th and 5th grade students explain how the importance of eating 
healthy meals. They will work with other students to complete a 
task, resolve conflict and solve problems. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music News 
Mr. Jason Plata has joined the Centennial    
Elementary School teaching staff as the new 
music teacher.  Mr. Plata comes from the 
musical state of Texas with over 14 years of 
teaching experience in K-12 music. He is looking 
forward to inspiring early musicians through 
many forms of music, instrumental and   
singing. Join us in welcoming Mr. Plata.  
 
Kindergarten  
This month Kindergarten classes will continue their journey through music and movement as they continue 
to learn introductory elements of rhythm and tempo all while learning songs about Thanksgiving such as: 
“Over the River and Through the Woods,” and “The Turkey Hokey Pokey!”  
 
1st and 2nd Grade Music  
1st and 2nd graders will be preparing for their December performance of “The Polar Express!” Musical aspects 
of singing, dance and rhythm will be showcased throughout this magical performance about a train that 
transports students to the North Pole. The Polar Express Musical Journey will be on December 1st, 2022. 

3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Music  
This month 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade music learners will be exploring music through technology while listening, 
composing and performing music of their very own. Please help your music learner by helping them log into 
the Chrome Music Lab provided by the PPLD PowerPass . 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1          B Day 2       C Day 3       D Day 4       A Day 5 

6 
Daylight     
Savings 

7        B Day 8       C Day 9       D Day 10      A Day 1 1        B Day 12 

13 14        C Day 15      D Day 16      A Day 17       B Day 18         C Day        
* Thanksgiving 
Event  
* Progress     
Reports Go Home 

19 

20 21 
 
 

22 

 

23 24 25 26 

27 28       D Day 29     A Day 30     B Day    

November 2022 

Thanksgiving Break is November 21st-25th  (No School/District Closed) 



 

Centennial Basketball Team 
We are proud and thankful for all of the HSD2 Players, Coaches, Families, Staff, and Community for coming 
together during our very first HSD2 Elementary Basketball League for 4th and 5th grade students. Our 
Centennial Panthers finished the regular basketball season with a record of 5 wins and only 1 loss. This league 
was a collaboration with HSD2 and the Hillside Connection, which helped our students learn important life   
lessons like how to work hard, persevere, be a team player, set goals, and follow rules. Thanks to this  
amazing program, each HSD2 player received a free pair of new basketball shoes. Go Panthers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


